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Editorial: Aradhana BhattEditorial: Aradhana BhattEditorial: Aradhana BhattEditorial: Aradhana Bhatt    
Milking the nri cow!Milking the nri cow!Milking the nri cow!Milking the nri cow!    

It gives me great pleasure to be back in the new year of 

2008 with another edition of Gurjar. I thank all our readers 

who have enthusiastically responded by writing back to me 

and those who have contributed their writing.  

The beginning of a year is that time when we return from 

our holidays, a lot of us from our annual or bi-annual 

‘pilgrimage’ back home to see our loved ones. Every time I speak to an Indian 

Australian, some of the common feelings they express are that of nostalgia, 

patriotism, pride and amazement at the changing face of India, the nation that was 

‘different’ when we left some years ago.  

Yet, some of us will admit that in the middle of all this patriotic sentiment, there is 

invariably that sense of relief upon returning to this land of order, of health and 

cleanliness, where life follows a predictable routine. There is a relief from that 

constant fear of being cheated, robbed, pushed around or at the least ignored and 

insulted. Not many of us can claim not to have been harassed by the porters at 

international airports; it starts as soon as you land. The harassment, cheating, pushing 

around etc continues to occur at every stage and at every level of your interaction with 

resident Indians, be they bank officers, shop- keepers, hotel waiters, tour guides or 

even acquaintances. The NRI is an easy target; he is dripping with wealth and has to 

be generous. Right from paying your entry to the Taj Mahal or other national icons to 

tipping waiters, and taxi-drivers or giving alms to begging children- the NRI is 

expected to be a mint that produces money!  A child begging on the streets knows 

enough to swear at you, if you produced rupees instead of dollars! A shopkeeper can 

almost sense your NRI status as you climb the steps into his shop! It hurts, to be 

ripped off! It hurts the heart, more than it hurts the pocket! It hurts not because of the 

money you spend, but because it shatters the image you hold of your beloved nation, 

the nation you love more, because you are away from it. It hurts to know that you are 

paying more for a purchase or a service simply because you decided to make your 

living in country where there is no tax-free economy, where you have sweated for 

every dollar, where you entered with less money than a beggar on Indian streets 

would have! It hurts because you are the one labelled as one who chose to live a 

‘material life’ in an ‘affluent nation’; it hurts, because you are the one here who 

spends countless hours doing community service to maintain Indian culture and 

heritage, for no material gain! Poverty is no excuse, as there can be no excuse for 

ripping off! And it is not just the poor who indulge in this. 

But there is another side of the story. I was once discussing this phenomenon with an 

Indian journalist friend, who was quick to point out that however frustrating it may 

be, this psychology of the masses in India is a creation of the NRIs themselves. 

According to her observation, we bring it upon ourselves (knowingly or unknowingly) 

by our own conduct! Although, friends tell me they make a conscious effort to not 

stand out as an NRI! Without going into an analysis, one thing is certain - we still 

enjoy our trips to India and coming back with bags full of goodies, we still love 

seeing our kin, we still love breathing the laden air, we still love the chaos, we still 

love the favourite foods, we love it all--- despite the continuing phenomenon of 

‘Milking the NRI Cow’!  
Please send your original writing for gurjar by email to: Please send your original writing for gurjar by email to: Please send your original writing for gurjar by email to: Please send your original writing for gurjar by email to: 
guajarmail@gmail.com.  
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Áeq[ku¨ i=Áeq[ku¨ i=Áeq[ku¨ i=Áeq[ku¨ i=    

    
„ŒŒŠ uk uok o°kZeka vki l©uqa Lokxr Ns- xqTZju¨ vk o°kZu¨ vk 
igsy¨ vaD jTq Djrka vkuan vus x©jo vuqHkoh, Nh,- vk¯kk Ns 
vekjh Tse T vki l©, i.k vk uok o°kZuh ¯kÙvkr mRlkg vus 
T¨eFkh Djh g¯ks- vk ys[k y[kkb já¨ Ns R;kjs ves cÂk vus 
vki.kk lekTuk vusD mRlkgh Dk;ZDj¨ iw-Jh- e¨jkjhckiquh 
jkeDFkkuk vk;¨Tueka xGkMwc Dk;Z¯khy Nh,- vk ÁDkju¨ vus 
vkVy¨ e s̈V¨ vk igsy¨ Álax vki.kk vkax.ks ;¨Tkb já¨ Ns vus 

rseka veus vki l©u¨ lgDkj eGh já¨ Ns rsFkh vekj¨ mRlkg vusDx.k¨ o/;¨ 
Ns-  
 
vk o°kZ njE;ku ves vkius ekVs chT¨ i.k ,D vkD°kZD Dk;ZØe jTw Djokuk 
Nh,- xqTjkrh lekT vus lqj&laokn jsMh;¨ vkius ekVs Dyk&xqTZjh eg¨Rlouqa 
vk;¨kTu Djh ják Ns- Áfl/Â xqTjkrh xk;D¨ Jh vkf¯kr vus Jherh gsek 
nslkbuqa o`an v¨xLVeka cs fnol jkl&xjckuk vus xqTjkrh xhr&laxhruh je>V 
c¨yko¯ks- vk rkjh[k¨ rekjk D¢ysUMjeka u äÂh ys¯k¨- vk vaxs oÂq ekfgfr vk 
vaDeka Ns- vki.kk vkax.ks ;¨Tkb jgsyk vk eu¨jaTD Dk;ZØeeka e¨Vh la[;keka 
gkTj jgh ,u¨ vkuan ek.k¯k¨ ,oh veus vk¯kk Ns-  
 
vkork efgus lekTuh lkekU; lHkk i.k jk[kokeka vkoh Ns] rsuh foxr¨ vk 
xqTZjeka vkisyh Ns] rsuh u äÂ ysok fouafr Ns- vkoh jgsyk o°kZ ekVs ves vusD 
Dk;ZØe¨uqa vk;¨Tu Djh ják Nh,] r¨ rekÙa lH;in jhU;q Djokuh DkGÔ 
jk[k¯k¨- uok vkosyk xqTjkrh fe=¨ vus lacaÂhv¨us i.k xqTjkrh lekTuk 
lH;in ekVs Hkyke.k Dj¯k¨- ;kn jk[k¨ D¢ vki.kqa la[;kcG TsVyqa e¨Vqa g¯ks 
rsVyk vki.ks oÂq Dke¨ fl//k Djh ¯kDh¯kq- vus vk ekVs l© xqTjkrh 
Hkkb&cgsu¨us ekjh fouafr Ns D¢ lekTuk lH; cuh vki.kk lkaLD`frD Dk;ZØe¨us 
osx vki¨-  
 
vareka xqTjkrh lekTuh vk lfefruk ekjk [karhyk lH;¨ vus lg&Dk;ZDj¨u¨ 
vk rD¢ vkHkkj ekuqa Nqa] Tseuk lgDkj vus Dke Djokuh yxu fouk Dk;ZØe¨uqa 
vk;¨Tu ves Ts lQGrkFkh Djh ¯kD~;k rs u Djh ¯kD~;k g¨r- xqTZjuqa laiknu 
laHkkGok vus vki.kus l©us mPp D{kkuqa okapu iwÙa ikMok cny vkjkÂukcsuu¨ 
vkHkkj ekuqa Nqa-    
 
&fTKs¯k ¯kkg 
jig31@hotmail.com 
 
 

DO YOU KNOW THAT YOU CAN NOW READ GURJAR ON OUR 

WEBSITE?  SIMPLY VISIT www.gujaratisamaj.com.au TO READ 
PAST ISSUES.  
EMAIL US YOUR WRITING FOR GURJAR ON 

gurjarmail@gmail.com 
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GUJARATI SAMAJ ONLINE- www.gujaratisamaj.com.au 

Have you checked out the Samaj Website yet? Gujarati Samaj of NSW 
launched their website some months ago. The website is a useful tool 
for finding out what’s happening and keeps you upto date with 
forthcoming events of the Samaj, introduces you to its office-bearers, 
and has some useful links that may provide some interesting 
information on the ‘world wide web’! The website was designed and is 
managed by our own Sanjay Vaidya. Why not add it to your list of 
favourites? Your feedback about the website is welcome on 
gurjarmail@gmail.com.  And remember if you have missed reading 
past issues of Gurjar, you can now read them on-line on 
www.gujaratisamaj.com.au. The website is designed and managed by 
Sanjay Vaidya, our own enthusiastic volunteer. 
 


